Visa application for South Africa

For students who need a visa for a stay of more than 12 weeks

Students staying in South Africa for more than 12 weeks need to apply for a student visa. They can apply for the visa either before they arrive in South Africa or once they are in South Africa.

If students apply from their country of origin, they need to present the following documents:

· A return ticket

· A bank statement proving they have enough funds for their stay

· A proof that they have undergone a medical exam and a copy of X-rays

· Copy of the medical insurance they have contracted

· A valid address for their stay in South Africa (host family, residence, hotel…)

· Acceptance letter from the school

· A passport valid for more than 6 months

Students can also apply for a visa once they have already arrived in Cape Town. They can apply themselves or use the service of an immigration agency, which is faster and more efficient. The services of the latter cost 1500 to 2000 Rands. They will require the following documents:

· Passport valid for no less than 6 months after the expiry of intended visit.

· Payment of the prescribed fee, if applicable – R425.

· Vaccination certificate, if required by the Act (not for renewal)

· Proof of financial means in the form of:

(i)

bank statements

(ii)

undertaking(s) by the host(s) in the Republic

(iii)

bursaries

(iv)

medical cover, or

(v)

cash available, including credit cards or travellers’ cheques

to cover envisaged living expenses during the sojourn in the Republic (R5000 per month).

· Applicants traveling by air must be in possession of a return or onward ticket or lodge a cash deposit or equivalent value to such a ticket.

· An official letter of provisional enrolment from the institution of learning concerned.

· Details regarding arranged accommodation.

· Proof of sufficient funds to cover tuition fees, maintenance and incidental costs.

· In case of a minor, particulars of the person in the Republic who will act as the learner’s guardian and confirmation letter from such person, and proof of consent for the intended stay from both parents, or from the sole custody parent along with proof of sole custody.

· A police clearance certificate if required in respect of all applicants 23 years and older in respect of all countries of residence for periods exceeding one year, to be submitted within 12 months of application if not immediately available.

· Medical certificate of applicant.

· Birth certificate of applicant.

	NB:  
	AN APPLICATION HAS TO BE LODGED 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRY DATE OF THE LAST PERMIT IN THE PASSPORT




